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To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through inspiring and scriptural worship

Some people like to think that politics and
religion don’t mix.  They point to our founding
documents that support the idea that
governments have no place in determining
the trajectory of one’s religious sentiment.  In
other words, the government is to stay out of
the religion business.  From religion’s point of
view it is equally argued, by some, that
religion ought to stay out of the sullying mess
of worldly political endeavors.  What are we to
do?  One suggestion might be to look to the
gospel story.

John M. Buchanan, editor of Christian Century
suggests in the current issue, that Palm
Sunday we just celebrated mirrors the “…irony,

celebration and tragedy, shouts of joy and cries of pain
and lament…” that are so characteristic of life in our own
time.

He goes on to suggest that Jesus, as the central
character of the gospel drama, seems to be “…presiding
over each act.  It’s his decision to go to the capital city,
Jerusalem, the political and religious center of his
people’s life, and to go there when the city is full of
religious pilgrims and occupying Romans.  It’s also his
decision to arrive in the city in the way a prophet said
the Messiah would arrive – on a donkey.”

“His intentionality makes it impossible to entertain the
notion that the religion that bears his name is not social,
worldly and political.”  Jesus did not merrily walk into
Jerusalem naïve and unaware of his actions.  I believe all
that he did and said during this fateful last week of his
life, was the culmination of the whole of his life and
ministry.

I believe that something more was happening in the
passion of our Lord than we are often willing to
acknowledge.  I believe that his death on the cross and
subsequent resurrection have something to do with my
salvation.  As the creed says,

But here I want you to notice something.  I want you to
go back to the paragraph above and locate the space
after the comma following the words “born of the Virgin
Mary.”  There is much in that space that I fear the early
church fathers neglected to mention.  All the acts of
justice and mercy; all the talk of peace and turning the
other cheek; all the partying with drunks and sinners; all
the talk of a new reality, a new kingdom, where everyone
is welcome to come to dinner; where the extravagant
(prodigal) love of a father is the pre-eminent symbol of
this kingdom.

It wasn’t just because of an old prophetic promise that
Jesus was treated as he was from Palm Sunday to the final
breath of his earthly life on Calvary – it was precisely
because of the life he lived.  A life that challenged the
stultifying religious values of his day; a life that challenged
the prevailing authority of the Roman occupation – Jesus
is Lord, King and Messiah and not Caesar (three titles
Caesar claimed).

At the very beginning of his ministry Jesus proclaimed,

Now you can
spiritualize these words all you want, but when the intent
of what he said that day became clearer, as people began
to connect the dots, even the people of his own town
would have thrown him off a cliff (Luke 4:29).  How much
more, as he began to practice what he preached, did he
get noticed by those to whom his new way of life and the
teachings of a new kingdom became perceived as a threat
to their established order – both religious and political?

Mr. Buchanan finishes his editorial with this:  “If we’re
following Jesus, we can’t spend our lives in Galilee. We
can’t hide behind the popular myth that religion and
politics don’t mix.”  What happened on Palm Sunday
suggests that we ought to be right in the middle of the
debate.  I believe he is right!
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Worship in May

May 1, 2011 - The 2nd Sunday of Easter
1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-3
Last week was Easter.  Jesus has risen from
the dead.  A whole new way of seeing the
world is beginning to dawn on the disciples.
Some, like Thomas, doubt the whole
resurrection narrative.  Others are in despair
because so much hope had been invested in
Jesus, and now he is gone.  What is the trust
for the church in the twenty-first century?

May 8, 2011 – The 3rd Sunday of
Easter/Festival of the Christian Home and
Mother’s Day
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35
This week we reflect on another of Jesus’
post-resurrection appearances – the walk to
Emmaus.  How could they not have
recognized Jesus that day on the road?  It
makes me wonder if there are times when,
just as obviously, Jesus walks with us and we
do not see.

May 15, 2011 – The 4th Sunday of Easter
1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
As there were in Jesus’ own day so today
there are competing narratives demanding
the allegiance of God’s people.  We may find
the choice that we are called to make a little
off-putting when we consider what it means.

May 22, 2011 – The 5th Sunday of Easter
1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
Peter talks of Jesus becoming a “stumbling
stone” for some who would want to follow
him.  Over what do we stumble in our efforts
to live the servant life of Jesus?

May 29, 2011 – The 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31; John 14:15-21
Idol worship was popular in the first century; a
problem that Paul had to directly deal with.
We do not set up graven images anymore in
our enlightened, post-modern world.  Or do
we?

To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through inspiring and scriptural worship

Lovely flowers, warm temperatures, May Festival Chorus, and the
end of the school year, all of these things signal the beginning of
May.  For the Forest Chapel choir it means that Lenten music is
over, and we are Easter people celebrating resurrection and
God’s everlasting love for us through music and worship.

We thank everyone who worshipped with us on Palm Sunday
when the choir sang the Faure  with orchestra.  Many
thanks go out to friends of the choir for joining us to sing.  We
are grateful for all contributions to the music fund that made it
possible to hire the orchestra.

We have extra celebrating to do this spring with the graduation
of our choral scholars, Brooke Batchelor and Kathryn Zajac, from
the Master’s Program of the University of Cincinnati Conservatory
of Music.  Brooke and Kathryn have been a wonderful addition to
our choir for the past five years. We have not only enjoyed
having them sing with us, but we have also enjoyed attending
the musical recitals and events they have performed at CCM.  Be
sure to wish them well with their graduation and their future
plans when you see them.

If you would like to sing with the choir, the invitation is always
open. Just come to the choir room and join us for our
Wednesday evening choir rehearsal at 7:30 pm.  There is music
and a robe waiting for you.
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Views of our Palm Sunday Pot Luck
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To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through life-giving mission and community outreach

Parish Nurse Datebook

Monday,
May 2

Mon.-12:00 noon- W.I.N.G.S meets in the parlor  - bring your lunch.

Tuesdays
May 3,
10, and
17

6 and 7 pm.-Join us for Tai Chi in the Activity Room,  given by Julie
McCarthy - Wellness Coordinator, Partners in Prime.

Sunday,
May 8

Blood Pressures will be taken in the Parish Nurse Office 9:15 am -
12:15 pm  Please note-if you have been unable to have your
pressure checked due to our church schedule,  if you let Peggy or
Marjorie know when you are available to come to the office ,we will
meet you there.

Thursday,
May 19

Healing Service at 6:30 pm.   Join us in the Chapel for a meaningful
service of healing and communion.

Exercise class is in session on Monday and Thursday
mornings from 10-11 am---in the activity room.  We
would love to have you join us.

� Get moving for at least 30 minutes a day to keep healthy.
� Give your heart a workout: take the stairs instead of the

elevator.
� Lifting or carrying weights is good exercise: start with cans of

soup, see if you can work up to a gallon or two of milk!
� Move around during work breaks — you’ll find you have

more energy.
� Don’t let it be boring – walk, run, play, lift, bike…do what’s

fun.
� Be sure to ask your family doctor for tips on exercise and

staying healthy on your next appointment.
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Pastor Appreciation Day:
October 10, 2010

Forest Chapel Vacation Bible School will have a whole new
look this year!  We are going to connect it to the Back to
School event. VBS will begin on Friday, July 29 at 6:00 with a
hot dog roast. We will rotate through stations playing
games, making crafts, seeing Chadder, having snacks, and
singing songs.  On Saturday, July 30 we will begin at 1:00
p.m. with more fun, then proceed right in to the Back to
School fair at 4:00 p.m.  All students are invited to attend
worship on July 31 to sing the VBS songs for the
congregation.  Volunteers are needed to man the stations
and lead students. It is our prayer that this version of VBS will
draw many more students from the community. Come join in
the Pandamania!

The next Fish Club
meeting will be
May 22
immediately after
worship. Plans are
still being formed.
  Mark your

calendar and come join us!   Fish Club is for
students in grades 4-6 and involves Faith, Fun,
and Fellowship!

The Adopt a
College
Student
program still
needs contact

information for our college students!  Parents, please
send name, address, and e-mail address of your
student(s) to boyd@forestchapel.org soon!

If you are interested in adopting a college student and
keeping them in touch with Forest Chapel, please e-mail
boyd@forestchapel.org.

To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through children and youth
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The month of April was a busy one; the
youth group has had so many visitors. On
behalf of our church family, I want to
welcome Joey Marting, a/k/a Joey Bag
O’Donuts, Cory Petersman, and Anthony
Bingle, who have been coming every week.
I also want to say welcome to those visiting
Ben, Justice, and Kaitlyn.

Thank you God, for providing a place for all
these amazing youth that come to youth
group every Sunday. We have so much fun
every week playing football, poison, steal
the bacon, dodge ball, zip-zap-zop, etc. We
enjoy our meals that the parents prepare
every week. But most important we love
the time we get to spend together sharing
our lives and our belief in our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through children and youth

Spotlight on Youth

Hey people, right now I’m writing this
from a ninth floor hotel room in
Myrtle Beach (just fyi). My name is
Cory Petersman and I am a 16 year
old junior/senior at Princeton High
School.  I’ve played soccer both
indoors and out, basketball, cross
country, swimming, and volleyball.
Coming to this church has totally
turned my life around and I wouldn’t
trade the time I have had and the
time I will have here for anything.
Other activities include being in both
the top choir and band at Princeton. I
guess music is just a way of
expressing yourself in a great way.
Something I’ve learned from
someone closer than a brother to me
is that there is a song for everything
you can or will ever feel. Just some
other random stuff about me is that I
am ultimately absolutely in love with
Ohio State sports. While I love them,
Jesus will always come first in my life.
Without Jesus, where can you get in
life besides nowhere? Just in these
past couple months, so much has
changed to making me a stronger
Christian. My name is Cory Petersman
and I am proud to call myself a
member of the Forest Chapel Youth
Group! See you guys on Sunday!!!!

Youth Calendar
MAY 1

    5:30-7pm Youth Social
     7-8 Youth Disciple

 MAY 8
Youth Bake Sale

   HAPPY MOTHERS DAY

MAY 15
     5:30-7pm Youth Social

      7-8 Youth Disciple

MAY 22
Youth Bake Sale

     5:30-7pm Youth Social
      7-8 Youth Disciple

MAY 29
   5:30-7pm Youth Social

7-8 Youth Disciple

Summer Mission Trip to St Louis, MO:
June 26 - July 1, 2011

There was no P.B. & J. mission in
April due to collecting stock for
our summer mission trip. Thank
you to all that bought stock
shares. It’s not too late to buy
stock.  If you weren’t at church
on the sale weeks, just put your
check in an envelope in my
mailbox.

Look for our bake sale this
month to raise money for our
summer mission trip to St. Louis,
Mo.

Thanks, Rich
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Coming in Summer 2011

May 22 is Teacher Appreciation Sunday.
These people render a service that we
appreciate every day of the year.  It takes a
lot of time, patience, knowledge and
understanding to be sure that our Christian
education program is successful.

Make time to thank these special people
who regularly contribute to our education
program here at Forest Chapel:

Judy Beaver
Dave Bode
Melinda Boyd
Barb Hoffman
Joell House
Rich House
Sue Iden
Jan Johnson
Doug Lindsay
Chris Martin
Jim Matchett

Teacher Appreciation
Sunday

May 22, 2011

Forest Chapel gives
thanks for those

that educate
Upward Basketball Camp

Monday - Friday, June 13 - 17
5:30 - 9 pm

for children in Kindergarten to Grade 5

Sincere thanks to
Tim and Sherry Wooton,

who have agreed to be in charge. again this year

Reach out to neighbors and friends to invite them to our
camp!

Ok, relax…it’s not time
to go back to school
yet…BUT…the Back To
School Celebration
plans are in full
motion and the
excitement is starting
to grow. This year
Forest Chapel is
partnering with
several of our
neighbors:  the Forest

Park Fire Dept, Forest Park D.A.R.E., and Inspirational
Baptist Church.  We have Donnie Green, a professional
D.J., volunteering his services, the Cincinnati Zoo will be
here with several animals for a live show, and we are
planning to have entertainment from the youth choir from
Inspirational Baptist Church.  There will be games, food
and drink for the kids and their families to enjoy and of
course, lots of free school supplies.  So mark your
calendars because volunteers will be needed on Saturday,
July 30.  Together we can shine a bright light into our
community.  For more info see Kevin Foster or email me at
foster@forestchapel.org .

To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through children and youth

Mary Lee Miller
Cathy Osborne
Jan Putman
Seth Plaut
Bob Robinette
Heidi Rullman
Carol Smith
Dottie Stover
Joy Stover
Cindy Toms
Marjorie Williams
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DON’T FORGET THE BIG YARD SALE
IN THE CHURCH PARKING LOT

MAY 14  FROM 8 AM UNTIL 1:00 PM

THERE WILL ALSO BE A BAKED GOODS TABLE
THE FOREST PARK GARDEN CLUB WILL ALSO HAVE

A PLANT SALE
EVERYONE COME AND BRING YOUR NEIGHBORS

Contact Lynn Hoff (777-1627) to reserve a table for
$20 or a space for $15

They’re Here!

We have all been waiting since last Summer for the visit of the
two United Methodist Missionaries who serve in the Columbus
area of West Ohio Conference.  They will be with us for the
May 5 UMW General Meeting.  Margaret Madison and
Mariellyn Dunlap are missionaries with the General Board of
Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church, serving as
Church and Community Workers.  Margaret is with Community
Development for All People in Columbus.  Mariellyn serves as
patient-services coordinator of the Charitable Pharmacy of
Central Ohio. They will be telling us about the free pharmacy
and housing programs in that area and sharing their
experiences with us.

The meeting will begin at 11:00 a.m. in the Parlor with a brunch
followed by the brief business meeting.  Margaret and
Mariellyn will be with us for the morning and to present the
program at about noon. You will be interested in hearing about
the work they are doing to help people with problems many of
us will never have to face.  This is an opportunity to see where
your mission money goes. We will collect a free-will offering for
those wishing to donate to facilitate their work.

Calendar for May

Tuesday, May 3 – Executive Board – 9:30 am
Thursday, May 5 – Unit Meeting – 11:00 am

Friday, May 6 – Church Women United May
 Friendship Day

Friday-Saturday – May 6&7 – Goodwill Mini-Fest (we
send baked goods)

Saturday, May 7 – District Spiritual Growth Retreat;
Emanuel UMC, Batavia, 9:30 – 2:00

Saturday, May 14 – Yard & Bake Sale with Garden
Club Plant Sale
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Meeting In Circles in May

(Circles usually take a Summer break and do not meet again until September.)

Wesley Women, Chairperson Lynn Hoff, will meet May 9 at 11:30 am in the church
Library.  Following the meeting they will go out to lunch.

Deborah Circle, Chairperson Jean Lake, will meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 to carpool to the home of hostess
Mardie O'Connor at Twin Towers on Tuesday, May 17.  Kathie Craft will present the program, “A Time for Everything.”

Sarah Circle, Chairperson Kathie Mills, will go out to lunch on May 17 for the last meeting before the Summer break.

Lydia Circle, Chairperson Jean Morrison, will meet Monday, May 16 at 6:00 pm in the church parlor for the Annual Potluck
Picnic.

“The Girls” meet monthly on the second Thursday at 11:30 am in the Parlor.  It is sponsored by the UMW, but UMW
membership is optional.  Each attendee brings a sack lunch, with dessert provided by UMW Circles.   A program or activity
is presented after lunch.   All women in the community are invited to attend the meetings.

Why Would I Want to Go Back to School?
Well, if it is the School of Christian Mission there are several reasons:
    Exciting Mission Studies  ----  passionate worship  --- fellowship  --
movies -- interacting with Missionaries ---  beautiful surroundings  ----
meeting new friends from other churches ---  enrichment studies –
mission projects ---- good food --- best ice cream ever --  great music --
private air-conditioned rooms  ---   overall a great learning experience.

This Cooperative School of Christian Mission is held on the lovely campus of
United Methodist-related Ohio Northern University, 525 S. Main Street, Ada,
Ohio 45810.  It is about a 2 ½ hour drive from Forest Park North on I-75.

There are three attendance options:
 Four-Day School Monday-Thursday, July 18-21
 Weekend Event Friday-Sunday, July 15-17
 One-Day Sampler Saturday, July 16.

There are opportunities for all age levels: Children K-6, Youth ages 7-17,Young Adults ages 18-30, and Adults.  Check with
Mardie O’Connor for more information or registration materials. It’s a great experience for all, and …

THAT IS WHY YOU WOULD WANT TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL!
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To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through life-giving mission and community outreach

Word of the Month:
Commencement
As hard as it is for this Mom to believe, I am
one of the parents in this church with a
graduating senior!  I always think it’s
interesting that graduates see this as a
conclusion and yet it is all about the
commencement: the beginning.  There are
seniors in our church who have just amazed
me with their compassion, their spiritual
growth and their willingness to be a witness …
in school, on trips to Over-the-Rhine, on
summer mission trips and with one another.
My prayer is that, as these seniors split and go
their separate ways, they will take the
experiences when they meet others and
courageously move forward in faith.  Some of
these seniors in high school have brought
others to our youth group and … more
importantly, brought others to Christ!  If you
get a chance, please drop one or two of these
seniors a note and let them know that we

 what they’ve brought to our
church family and will continue to pray for
them!

Talk about commencement!  Here were these eleven disciples,
thinking they were at the end (sort of like our seniors!), when
the real life was really yet to come.

Missions in May at Forest Chapel

SOUL Pantry
There will be an expansion of services provided by SOUL soon.
A “Care Center” will start in May aimed at meeting more socio-
economic and spiritual needs in our community.  More
volunteers are needed (Forest Chapel has sent a list of 7
additional potential volunteers); SOUL will be opening an
additional day (Tuesdays) beginning in May.

Hunger Walk
May 30, Sawyer Point; Participants who identify that they are
walking for the SOUL Pantry will help SOUL cover Free Store
costs.

Extra Dollar Sunday
May 15: Love First Miracle Offering for the West Ohio
Conference.  From Bishop Ough’s letter:
“Our Love First Miracle Offering goal is $250,000.   The offering will
be used to create new places for new people in West Ohio and
around the globe.  Half of the offering ($125,000) will be used to
build a new church for each of our four mission partners.  The
other half of our Love First Miracle Offering ($125,000) will go to
help create three new places for new people in the West Ohio
Conference.”

May 8, 2011
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To Know Christ and to Make Christ Known...through discipleship everyday in a real way

Please keep in your prayers:

H The family of Charity Lundy, who died on April 17
H Elaine Foulk recovering from pneumonia
H Chris McManus recovering from surgery at Maple Knoll

Friends and family of members:

H Chris Barlow (Peggy Anderson’s grandson)

H John Boyd (Melinda Boyd's father)

H Andy Bremanis (Bill and Bonnie Monroe’s son-in-law)

H Kenny Brunsman (friend of Melinda Boyd)

H Mary Lanfersiek Chandler (former member)

H Audrey DeShetler (granddaughter of Rev Barry
DeShetler)

H Sonya Lansdell Ducett (Heather Betts' Aunt)

H Ann Ehlers (former member)

H Michael Farquharson (Marilyn and Bill Syfert's son-in-
law)

H Peggy Fritz (Chris Pence’s daughter)

H Lynette Hagerty and her family (Marilyn Reville's
Daughter)

H Bryson and Barrett Harley (Donna DeLozier's great
nephews) in the military

H Ray Irwin (friend of Greg and Lynn Hoff)

H Lois Kauffman (Nancy Heaton’s mother)

H Jimmie Lawrence (friend of Sandy Hicks)

H Carol Lee’s family

H Camron McCormick (daughter of Andy and Christin
McCormick and friend of Sandy Hicks)

H Vada Murray (Lillian Brooks' nephew)

Please keep our home-bound and
nursing home residents in your prayers:

At home:  Lillian Brooks, Sue Green, Mary Halpin,
Dolly and Vern Johanson, Carole Lee, John Monday

Brookwood Retirement Community:  JC Williams

Tri-County Extended Care:  Bessie Hammons

Quaker Heights Nursing Home (Waynesville):  Lucius
Hall

Heartland at Woodridge:  Joan Spencer

Triple Creek Retirement Village:  Maxine Hall

Rumi, Pay Homage
Rumi

If God said,

"Rumi, pay homage to everything
that has helped you
enter my
arms,"

there would not be one experience of my life,
not one thought, not one feeling,
not any act, I
would not
bow
to.

Prayers and Praises

H Dorothy Prater (sister of Don Beaver)

H Makenna Rothert (granddaughter of Harriet and Jack
Rothert)

H Sonja Hester Wheeler (Sunny Walton’s goddaughter)
H All those serving in the armed forces at home and

abroad.
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To know Christ
and to Make
Christ Known

680 West Sharon Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45240
Phone: (513)825-3040

Traditional Service 9:30 am
Sunday School  10:30 am

Contemporary Service
ConneXion  11:30 am

Sr. Minister:  Sam Stover

Contemp Worship Leader:
 Kevin Foster

Contemp Music Director:
 Brenda Hartman

Office Staff:
Melissa Rawlings*

Ann Ingle

Youth Ministry Leader:
Rich House

Children’s Ministry Leader:
 Melinda Boyd

Director of Music: Judy Voyles

Organist: Roberta Fischesser

Preschool Director:
Brenda Pantalone

*Newsletter Editor

Forest Chapel
United Methodist Church

39ers  will not have a meeting in May.
Many of the group have other activities
planned for our usual date, and no one
is available for hosting the meeting.

We do not meet in June, July or August,
so we’ll get back on track in September.

Memorials
Many thanks to all who have given memorial
gifts recently.  Gifts are gratefully received:

In memory of Bob Stump from:  Don and Elaine
Foulk; Bonalyn Weissborn; International Sunday
School Class; The Girls; 39ers

In memory of John Colby from:  Howard and
Barbara Whitney; Carolyn Pearson; Donna
DeLozier; James and Margaret Squires; Steve
and Carolyn Bretz; Bob and Joan Weckman; Bob
Greenawalt; Bonalyn Weissborn;  Don and Elaine

Foulk;  Bill and Kathy Mills;  Clarice and Marvin Wales; Dave and Marilyn Callahan;
Judith Oliger; Charles and Carolyn Bonecutter; Buster and Bessie Hammons;  Ray
and Charlene Hopman; Jordan and Natalie Richardson; David and Shirley
Wakefield; Art Sill; Don Metz; Kathryn Bunce; Sharon Walters; Stephanie Kaplan;
Mary Ann Stenger; Jim and Karolyn Johnsen; Sally Harper; Judy Voyles;
Choir/Music Department; Wes and Emily Freeland

In memory of Rick Strobl (Judy Blair’s Son-In-Law) from: Judy Blair; Bonalyn
Weissborn; Wes and Emily Freeland

In memory of Mary Weber from: “The Girls”

May 12, 2011

Come Hungry
on

May 8 and 22
for the

Youth bake sale!
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